
Greenacres Building Committee Meeting Tuesday, Sep. 19, 2017 
 
Summary 
 
The third meeting of the Greenacres Building Committee was held on Tuesday, September 19th 
at 3:15 pm in the library at Greenacres, and was attended by 24 committee members, comprised 
of parents, community members, staff, Board members, and administrators, with Stuart Mattey, 
Assistant Superintendent for Business and Facilities, presiding.  
 
The Committee heard a review from Kevin Walsh of BBS Architects & Engineers of room 
assignments agreed upon at the last meeting, and posed further clarifying questions, resolving the 
following: 

● Instrument storage space is being taken into consideration; 
● Support services room placements are appropriate and comparable to configurations in 

the other elementary schools; 
● Basement storage used for District purposes will be restricted to the “dead storage” of 

bulk items such as excess primary desks, and will not include supply type items requiring 
regular deliveries; 

● Cafeteria configuration will be flexible, will include full onsite food preparation for 
optimal quality, and will address storage, serving lines, and food deliveries;  

● The food program plan will be reviewed by a District-wide committee to be convened 
later in the fall, which will include two parents from each building; 

● Renovations of existing bathrooms will be taken into consideration; 
● Outdoor access to bathrooms on evenings and weekends is inadvisable, as they would be 

unsupervised and therefore subject to vandalism and flooding. 
 
The Committee heard a review by James Wojcik and Gary Gonzalez of Park East Construction 
about construction phasing, and steps that will be taken to ensure student and staff safety during 
construction. In response to concerns expressed at the last meeting, the construction staging area 
across Huntington Avenue will be reconfigured to take up less of the blacktop play area. In 
addition, Park East recommends hiring additional staff to monitor the Huntington Avenue area, 
in order to ensure student safety in crossing to play areas, and during pickup and drop-off times, 
even though that will not be taking place along Huntington Avenue as all entrances to the school 
from that side will be sealed off during construction.  Pickup and drop-off procedures will 
continue to be discussed at these meetings and various alternatives will be considered.  
The Park East representatives and the Committee also discussed construction hours and the 
financial impact of extending them; external noise monitoring, which could be provided by a 
third party company at additional cost; and concerns about the effects of noise on vulnerable 
students, which was addressed by Eric Rauschenbach, Director of Special Education and Student 
Services, who noted that 504 teams arrange for prompt individual remediation in these instances.  
 
Additional topics discussed included the impact of the new construction site on present 4th and 5th 
grade classrooms, and whether the trailer option should be considered for those grades. It was 
noted that outplaced students would also be subject to construction noise, and that street crossing 



logistics would need to be addressed. The Committee decided that it would be helpful to make a 
“field trip” to Edgewood to see how construction barriers are working there. 
 
The Committee also considered how to address space needs of programs displaced by the New 
Multi-purpose Room going “offline” during construction, Many options were discussed; school 
staff will examine the options in greater detail. 
 
In a discussion of trailer options, it was noted the SED regards trailers as buildings, and must 
approve them in advance, adding to the lead time needed to set them up. 
 
It was noted that the staging area reconfiguration proposed to lessen impact on blacktop playing 
areas would encroach on the soccer field. Liz Marrinan, Village Liaison to the Committee, 
offered to identify satellite parking for construction personnel in order to shrink the staging area 
footprint. She also noted that schools are exempt from Village noise ordinances. 
 
In a discussion of the potential impact of construction delays on school openings, it was noted 
that asbestos mitigation is always done at the start of projects, and that potential delays are built 
into the schedule. John Trenholm, Director of Facilities, reported that advance asbestos and lead 
testing is being undertaken, and noted that all classrooms at Greenacres had already undergone 
asbestos abatements in advance of previous renovations. 
 
The following recommendations were agreed to by the Committee: 

● Funds should be included in the project for additional air/dust and noise monitoring 
during construction 

● The final configuration of spaces as developed by the Committee is accepted as the 
design moving forward 

● Funds should be included in the project for renovation of existing bathrooms 
 
In concluding the meeting, Mr. Mattey noted that he would discuss logistics and staffing with 
Greenacres Principal Sharon Hill and Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Drew 
Patrick. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:52 pm. 


